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January 11, 2009
GR FUMC
As the screen is lowered, let me make perfectly ¢lesrthe airing of this video
clip is not in anyway intended as an endorsement ofeépsifCompany or any of its
products by myself or the First United Methodist Churclm, in fact, a Coke-fan, Diet

Coke to be specific, and only drink Pepsi when all othdoongthave been eliminated.

(YouTube video shown)

This ad was aired during the pregame portion of last ySaiper Bowl. | didn’t
see it then, but | imagine that football fans all oA&ererica did the same thing | did
when [ first saw this on Youtube. They started fidgwith the sound button on the
remote. What’'s wrong with this thing? There’s no sound!

That's the point, of course. A second Youtube videwiges some background
information on the ad. As one of the actors exgladleaf people spend most of their
lives contending with a hearing world. This ad requiresihggeople to spend one
minute in the deaf world. It's a world without sound, it'stcertainly not a world
without meaning.

For a long time — millennia, in fact — deafness was aswsutwith lack of
intelligence, the inability to hear was assumed to inctbdanability to think. For
thousands of years, the “deaf and dumb” as they wdezlcalere regarded as
‘incompetent’ and were denied fundamental human riglie the ability to inherit

property, to marry, to receive education, and to have atkdygwdallenging work.



It wasn’'t until the mid-eighteenth century that thisation began to change. And
it wasn't until the middle of the twentieth centuryoar own country, that American
Sign Language was acknowledged as a complete, grammauichllly effective
language of its own, not a second-class version of sgoRkglsh.

Long before modern English existed, either in its spakesigned form, Jesus knew
that there was a difference between hearing and undeirggan

“Why do you speak in parables?” his disciples asked. Jesussgihetprophet
Isaiah in his response: “The reason | speak to thenrables,” he says, “is that
‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listergo they understand.’
With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah thays: “You will indeed listen,
but never understand, and you will indeed look, but never iperce

For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their e&r$ard of hearing, and they
have shut their eyes; so that they might not look thigr eyes, and listen with their
ears, and understand with their heart and turn— and | wouldhssa.’ But blessed
are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for thay Aruly | tell you, many
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you sehd Imatt see it, and to

hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”

Jesus taught in parables -- short, pithy stories than dfive a twist at the end.
Many parable will leave you with more questions thanhaad before you heard it.
Apparently Jesus was the kind of teacher who wouldsjiastd up in a crowd, or
wherever he happened to be, and start telling a st@yce there was a farmer who
started scattering seeds. Some fell on the road, somecky ground, some among
thorns, and some on good ground. The seeds that fellathgyound did amazingly

well. The seeds that fell elsewhere didn’'t.” Endtofys



Then he probably walked away. You know — the way thechezavalks to side
door after the service and waits for people to come bythéin comments. If you and |
had been in the crowd listening to Jesus that day, surelyout have been scratching
our heads and asking each other ‘So what was that all’abfRabinson]

Most scholars agree that this particular parable ofdihmer sowing the seed on
different kinds of ground is probably as close to whatslésly said as we’ll ever get.
Other portions of Scripture, including the explanatibthes parable that begins where
our reading ended, at verse 18, have so many layers ofigidiiomments and
interpretations piled on top of Jesus’ sayings that it'd katell what was originally his.

But scholars conclude that this parable, and others Jikeatquite close to the
original. One reason they think that is because thebfgaisn't entirely clear; it leaves us
wondering exactly what he meant; it provokes us into thaknore. And why would
two or three centuries of Biblical editors leave sdnmgf like that in...unless they
believed it to be exactly what Jesus said?

“Why do you speak in parables?” the disciples ask. Whyaatearer, more
direct, more obvious?

Our sermon series in this season of Epiphany, lastitigAgh Wednesday at the
end of February, is called The Secret Message of J&ary. and | are using the book of
the same name by Brian McLaren, a well-known pastdrpgeacher, as the focus of this
series. The book is written to be accessible trealllers, not just preachers and
academics, but it’s not a quick read. In past sermoesstrat have used published

works, we've sometimes made copies available at thecbhh We’re not doing that this



time because of the book’s size and cost, but | encotinage of you who are interested
to pick up a copy and read along with us over the next seveeis.

McLaren says that Jesus used parables because, in outeletstand them,
listeners have to do more than simply ‘hear withrtears’; readers have to do more than
‘read with their eyes.’ Instead, “we have to investsel¥es in an imaginative search for
meaning — a meaning that will surprise us when we discof@r aurselves.” (45)

Jesus’ is merely trying to convey information whendeches. In the parable of
the Sower and the Seeds, he’s not trying to teach agaatilture or efficient gardening
practices. He was trying to make something more importgpydn: the spiritual
transformation of his hearers. “The form of the padblrites McLaren, “beckons the
hearer to explore new territory. It helps formealtt that is humble enough to admit it
doesn't already understand and is thirsty enough to ask apsestin other words, a
parable renders its hearers not as experts, not as ikadig;-not as scholarshut as
children” (46):

» children who are dependent on the one teaching them fdomisnd love;

» children who are thirsty to know about the world, God dedniselves;

» children whose imaginations are not curtailed by the Wwddfinitions of what is
reasonable or appropriate;

» children whose egos don'’t get in the way of getting thetydia story.

A man once came to Buddha with an offering of flowersis hands. Buddha
looked up at him and said, "Drop it"
The man couldn't believe he was being asked to drop therio Then it occurred to

him that perhaps Buddha was asking him to drop the flothathe had in his left



hand, since to offer something with one's left hand wasidered inauspicious and
impolite. So he dropped the flowers that his left hand held.

And Buddha said to him, "Drop it!" This time, the man wasinnerved by
Buddha's request that he simply dropped all the flowers and sefore Buddha
empty-handed.

And Buddha smiled and said to him, "Drop it!" Perplexbd,man asked,
"Buddha, what is it that | am supposed to drop?"

"Not the flowers, my son," said Buddha, "but the one Wmzught them."

(Robinson)

What is it we're supposed to drop? Could it be our resistembecoming as a child
in order to understand what we’re being taught?

We want fast, painless, effortless information, nsloav, demanding, engaging
transformation. Some will say ‘I don’'t have time this nonsense. | don’t have time for
childish stories about seeds and yeast and sheep.” diteedee people the parable
excludes. These are the ones who “see but do not perbe@r but do not listen or
understand.” (47)

We might wish that no one was excluded from graspingnpert of Jesus’
parables. “But if it’s the heart that counts,” BriaglMren says, “then the heart can’t be
coerced; nobody can be forced. They can be invite@dcttd, intrigued, enticed, and
challenged — but not forced. And that, perhaps, is theegtegenius of the parable: it

doesn’t grab you by the lapels and scream in your facegeiReyou vile sinner! Turn or



burn!” Rather, it works gently, subtly, indirectlyt respects your dignity. It doesn’'t
batter you into submission but leaves you free to discaweichoose for yourself.” (48)

Barry Robinson tells a story of the man he callg ‘ltlest preacher I've ever
known,” Rev. Ben Hodder. “People would come out of chaftdér one of his sermons
with something to think about, something particularly upigtor challenging or
enlightening or entertaining.”

But on one particular Sunday, Ben got up to preach antbjdsa story about a
farmer who went out to sow his seed. "Some seedrighe road,” he said, “and got all
trampled underfoot. Some fell on rocky ground and grew uguakly and withered in
the sun. Some fell among thorns and got the life gledout of them. Some seed fell
on good soil and produced an amazing harvest. Those of flotvwei good ears," he
said, "had better listen up!" Then he sat down and thendst started to play the next
hymn.

People in the congregation looked at each other. WaalthaWhat was he
talking about? What was he getting at? Are we supposeubiv what he meant? A lot
of people went away scratching their heads, some of tieer got any farther than that.
Others have come to understand the lessons of the payablenore accurately — they
have come to ask the questions it inspires.

Questions like:

* Where, in my life, is the good soil that allows Goliasgdom to grow in me?
Where is the rocky soil that causes the Kingdom to wither?

* What is God harvesting through me? What are the fo@isy life?

* For what would | sell everything?



Friends, the kingdom of God is a treasure hidden in a Bedeed hidden in soil, yeast
hidden in dough. It is a secret hidden in a parable. Hunmgal&ms advance by force
and violence with falling bombs and flying bullets. Godisgklom advances by stories,

parables, tales that are easily ignored and easily oesstood.

Let us pray: Holy God, When you call to us, may we listéh open ears, understand
with embracing hearts, and share your grace with othezs, @& we have been graced by

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
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Synopsis of the YouTube video used in today’'s sermon
January 11, 2009

The opening is a woman using sign language to introduce Psdsitable program,
which promotes the inclusion of differently-abled peoM/e read all sign language
through

subtitles.)

Then the ad begins.

A car drives down a dark, residential street at nigliterd are two men inside. The
driver stops the car and switches on the overhead Iigie. passenger, using sign-
language, says “Hey! We’re gonna be late! We're gonisa the kick-off.”

“Which house is Bob’s?” signs the driver, looking at $hreet of identical houses.

“I thought you knew.”

“No! | thought you knew!”

They argue back and forth, for awhile.

“Great” says one, in defeat.

Then the driver starts to drive down the block, honkingctrehorn. We can't hear it,
but the residents of the homes on the street cartheAlsonking continues and the
neighborhood dogs start barking, lights inside the howsason, one by one.

Soon, only one house remains dark.

“That’s it!” signs the driver.

“Yeah, ya think?” says the other sarcastically.

When their host opens the door to let them in, he apmdedo his annoyed neighbors,
using a sign for “Sorry!” that anyone, deaf or heariram enderstand.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffrg6cUoE5A
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