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Matthew 6:7-14

*“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocritestiiey love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, so thahtheipe seen by others. Truly | tell you, they
have received their rewariBut whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the dabr an
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Fattrer sees in secret will reward you.

When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases astitéeS do; for they think
that they will be heard because of their many wdids.not be like them, for your Father knows
what you need before you ask him.

*Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowegdue namel°Your kingdom
come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaVe@ive us this day our daily brea¢f. And
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debt@msd do not bring us to the time of
trial, but rescue us from the evil one.

YFor if you forgive others their trespasses, your heaveatler will also forgive you,
Bput if you do not forgive others, neither will your Fathengive your trespasses.

Mark 4:11
“And he said to them, “To you has been given the secreedinigdom of God, but for those
outside, everything comes in parables.

Robert Fulghum, author of several enchanting books, said thatsheeated
next to a young woman at an airport in Hong Kong. He noted éndiactkpack
bore the scars and dirt of some hard traveling. It bulgdudmysterious souvenirs
of seeing the world. He could not help but notice, howegarststreaming down
her cheeks.

Before long her gentle tears turned into a veritable flaedhe was now
sobbing. Fulghum asked if he could be of some assistafgeudh her sobbing
she told him that she was not quite ready to go homehaushe had run out of
money. She had spent the last two entire days waititiggiairport on standby
with little to eat and too much pride to beg. But what readly upsetting her was
that she now had a seat on a plane, but could not find heradict¢he plane was
about to take off. Fulghum wrote: “She had been sitting inotiésspot for over
three hours, sinking into the cold sea of despair like dompedoed freighter.”

Fulghum was joined by an elderly couple from Chicago, who deeddars
and offered to take her to lunch and to talk to the powers thattthe airline about
some remedy for her lost tickets. Relieved at this i@, stood up and turned
around to pick up her belongings, and with that she let out a loedrsc
Thinking something terrible happened to her, they rushedrtortie to discover
that her scream was a cry of joy: she had found her tickesss out, she had
been sitting on them for over three hours.

Parables are stories Jesus told us in order to operyesit@realities we are



too blind to see — as if we, too, are mired in despair wHika@lkime sitting on our
ticket. To be sightless would be difficult, but worsentbdindness says Helen
Keller “is to have eyes and not see.”

What a marvelous year this has been for Celebration ofrtke We've
been surrounded by such blessings, if we've taken time toNdakk Loring,
Deborah May, Lorissa Keller, the Celebration commitéew, countless volunteers
have done a stellar job of putting Celebration togethg@ pkople here for last
Sunday’s special ventriloquist program. A record amount cfudrnitted for the
jurist to judge. 293 people on Friday night for the Dave Beiipgartet. This
afternoon, the always-enjoyable First Church organisess-another shameless
plug. Last night, our Jazz Vespers.

Sometimes there can be an abundance of riches all ansuaadd we fail to
see them. During the Sundays of Epiphany, under the rewvetdtthe light of
Christ, we've attempted to speak of what seems to haam dsecret Jesus kept
throwing in the faces of those who asked him questions. &hesriof which Jesus
spoke, of course, weren't of thousand dollar-an-ounce gdidwing one’s stock
portfolio made whole again. Jesus spoke of ultimate yewlftich is the only
thing, he said, which is really worth pursuing. In EugenerBatés paraphrase
called The Message, his words come out like this:

“The disciples came up and asked, ‘Why do you tell stories?éplead,
‘You've been given insight into God’s kingdom. You know how it woikst
everybody has this gift, this insight; it hasn’t been givenéoithNVhenever
someone has a ready heart for this, the insights andstadéings flow freely. But
if there is no readiness, any trace of receptivity soaapgsars. That's why | tell
stories: to create readiness, to nudge the people towaptivecasight. In their
present state they can stare till doomsday and not diséem, till they’re blue in
the face and not get it!"””

The Kingdom of God is not obvious, to be sure. But it's not hiddesdme
perverse reason. It's all around us, but we don't peréebaerause we don't have
the readiness to receive the insights and understandinGalas very ready to
give. It's waiting for us to be ready. You can’t pointta air and have people see
it, but you can speak of it analogically in stories, in pks, that create a
receptivity within our hearts. Jesus continually threw oddest down alongside
ordinary lives and walked away without explaining them omgj\an altar call.
Sometimes we have blinders on that obscure God'’s kingdoicauBe of our
particular values or the deluding passions within us, ges eannot see. And we
don’t want to let our cherished illusions go. Thatlsene a good parable will
cause us to stop and reflect and perhaps see ourselveseally are.

Author and renowned preacher Frederick Buechner says thealt eatch
glimpses of God’'s Kingdom from time to time. He say$)¢'’Kingdom of God?



Time after time Jesus tries to drum into our heads whatdans by it. He heaps
parable upon parable like a madman. He tries shoutitdgittries whispering it...
What he seems to be saying is that the Kingdom of Gtk isme, or a time
beyond time, when it will no longer be humans in themalcy who are in charge of
the world but God in his mercy who will be in charge of tleeld: It's the time
above all else for wild rejoicing — like getting out of jdike being cured of
cancer, like finally, at long last, coming home. Aniiat hand, Jesus says.”

C. S. Lewis describes God’s Kingdom as that which lies bepeadty. In
The Weight of Glory, Lewis writes, “We do not want merely to see beauty, though
God knows, even that is bounty enough. We want something else aaimich
hardly be put into words — to be united with the beauty we spaswinto it, to
receive it into ourselves,... At present we are on thgdriof (God’s) world, the
wrong side of the door. But all the leaves of the New Testianemnustling with
the rumor that it will not always be so. Some day, Gdlihg, we shall get in.”

God’s Kingdom is at hand. God’s Kingdom is beyond beaunty,we’re on
the wrong side of the door — but the witness of the Gosdpels0od News, is that
we shall get in. And that brings us to the scripturecale“The Lord’'s Prayer”
when the disciples go to Jesus and ask him to teach thertolmpay. Now, we
call what he told them the “Lord’s Prayer.” Jesus wowden have called it that.
If Jesus had named it, he might well have called it “Freeyer of the Kingdom.”
Because the entire focus of this pattern of this prayest like the bulk of his
teaching —is on God’s kingdom. Listen to it.

“Our Father.” — note that Jesus doesn’'t sawy father”! He speaks of the
God who is like a father to all of us. Now, | know that winiany of you have
fond remembrances of your earthly fathers, that's notdke tr everyone here.
So Jesus clearly speaks of the One who is our heavenly Rathggod Father
who cares for us as a father should care. And befor©tieswe are all children.
And to pray this, we become brothers and sisters of nogher. This God is not
Jesus’s God, a private God — thisis father, and this prayer binds us to one
another. We’re not like the Lone Ranger, going it on our own.i&ndt the
private property of any one of us. This God, this Father, ikaéato all of us,
and we need one another as we approach God.

“Hallowed be your name.” We pray to One who is not bound by the
conditions and limitations of this world. God is Holve revere this God who is
above all else. We recognize that this is a God who caesjuate be described
by our words, who is revealed in the narrative of scrgtand illuminated in the
parables of Jesus. We know that this God is shrouded itemyBut has been
made known to us in love. This God is holy.

“Your kingdom come! Your will be done — on earth as inikeaven.” First
and foremost, this is a prayer expressing the heart o§'Jecret messsage, a cry



for God’s kingdom to break in and break through in this world. Jesdsve
should seek first the kingdom of God (v.33) and this prayer sntlleekingdom the
very first priority. Praying for God’s will to be done is simpdyask that God
would reign fully and completely here in this world — not in semeld yet to
come.

“Give us today our daily bread.” We worry about so many things t
ultimately don’t matter if we have food for the day. é&ast, like the birds of the
air and the wildflowers of the field, or like the Isréedi in the wilderness, we
depend on God alone. We do not root our identity in an econoognasmers,
but rather as children in a relationship with God our Fatlbis prayer seats us as
children around our Father’s table, at a feast of thoseshuhgch are of ultimate
importance.

“Forgive us as we forgive!” We cannot expect God’'s mefrgyei refuse it to
others. Remember that little add-on teaching Jesus fhe and of this prayer?
He said, “If you forgive others, your heavenly Father wdbdorgive you;but if
you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgreel.” It echoes that
golden rule: do unto others as you would have them do unto ybopty it adds a
warning, “for the measure you give will be the measure youueleln a sense,
it's a key to the kingdom. If you wish to enter the Kingdohave others the
mercy, the forgiveness, the love you wish to receive 1God.

And, finally, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver usrevil.” We
pray that we would not be tempted, although we know therenaes of testing for
all of us. Are you ever tempted to speak a harsh or angrytowsamneone else?
Are you ever tempted to chastise another person for tlmightlessness? In your
pain, are you ever tempted to hurt someone back because yothdyhe hurt
you? Every day is a “time of testing” for our spirit. Thebrtant cry here is that
we be delivered from evil. Because when we give in, we do ¥hen we are
tested, may we not choose to do evil and become ensnared by it.

The well-known line: “For yours is the kingdom and the powertaad
glory, forever” is not found in the original text, but is a woifidleconclusion in
public settings, reminding us once again that we are prayingddis kingdom. It
places in God’s hands three things the Roman Empire and Emyzarted to
claim for themselves: Kingdom, power, glory. But ulitely they are God's alone.

This prayer for God’s Kingdom is really the very culminationvbfat Jesus
taught about the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ parables can only hing &irtbdom.
What the parables are intended to do is to stretch oun\jissd enough so that we
realize there’s a whole lot more to reality than wekhthere is. The parables are
to make us yearn for God’'s kingdom, ache for God’s kingdom, hdag&od’s
kingdom, knowing that we’re on the “wrong side of the door.” Arekn we
hunger for God’s kingdom, we begin to pray for it. Thy kingdomeofhy will



be done on this earth as it is in heaven.

My hope is that every time we pray this “Kingdom Prayert tha would
begin to remember what Jesus told us about the Kingdom of E&dhere. It's all
around us. It may be like the tiniest of mustard seedst isut and will — grow to
become the biggest tree around. It's happening now — not ia spintual roof-
garden. And we don’t need to wait. We're invited to erdday.

As Frederick Buechner describes it: “Jesus heaps parahbiepapable like a
madman. He tries shouting it. He tries whispering HHumans in their lunacy
will not longer be in charge of the world but God in God’'seyewvill be in charge
of the world. It's the time above all else for wikgjaicing — like getting out of jail,
like being cured of cancer, like finally, at long last, cominghbo And it is at
hand..”

Years ago, there was a stage adaptation of the very poputan®attch
Gospel. The Cotton Patch Gospel, you may remember, wassdation of the
Gospels into the everyday language of the rural south. Inceme sthe man
playing Jesus comes on stage and he points over to one sideyanteok!”
Everyone, of course, just keeps looking at him. Again he pofhte one side and
says “Look!” And the people in the audience just continded& at him on stage.
When one more time he points and says “Look!” and nobody eves their head,
he looks back to the audience and says “I tried to get themokal the lilies of
the field, but nobody would pay any attention!”

| hope that sometime in recent weeks, that you did gagtaan. That you
heard the Good News, despite all evidence to the contrénsifallen world, that
this is God’s world and God is the One who reigns. | hopehgee heard the
tremendous news that “though the wrong seems oft so stemabis the ruler yet!”

| pray that you are no longer “sitting on your ticket” and @t are able to
lift up your head from the troubles that would engulf you and remethbdrord
your God, who alone embraces and owns this world.

| pray that you have been able to open your eyes to catch @sgliof that
Kingdom beyond all beauty which one day will be all-in-allhis tworld.

And, in the end, | covet for you that moment when you open yout toea
the reality of the God that loves you.

As we close, | invite you to pray with me the Kingdom Prayeaciwiiesus
taught to those who hungered to know how to pray. And | recomrhahd/é
savor each phrase of this prayer, allowing it to capturéencagination and inspire
our aspirations, giving us a vision of the Kingdom of God. iFemough of us see
the Kingdom — and in seeing it, re-think our lives — and ithirgking our lives
come to know that all things are possible with God — therythiag — everything
— could change. May we pray?

Our Father,



who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin agasnst
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.



iMatthew 13:10f
iiIFrederick Buechner, Secrets in the Dark, page 118.
icC. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory, page 397.



