A Hop, Skip and a Jump Through the Bible:

“In The Beginning... and Just Thereafter!”
Genesis 1:1-5, 26-27, 31

!In the beginning when God created the heavens and the *#agtkarth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, whilecaft@m God swept over the face of
the waters®Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there walstli{And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkt@sd.called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and therenaaning, the first day.

**Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, acaptdiour likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, ard the birds of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and overyeseeeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.”

2" So God created humankind in his image, in the image oh@ateated them; male
and female he created thefiGod saw everything that he had made, and indeed, itevgs v
good. And there was evening and there was morning, thedsiyth

Dr. Fred Craddock is a much-beloved teacher of preaches awonderful
interpreter of scripture. Fred tells the story of lyindnisiyard one night with his
dad when he was a kid and munching on the grass, gazinggithef the stars.
This was back in the days before we all hovered like mathehd the ghostly
glow of 990 cable channels and satellite dish-ruption. Cradsldad said to him,
“Son, how far can you think?” Fred said, “What?” “How ¢an you think?”
“Dad, | don't know what you mean.” “Just think as faryasi can up towards
those stars.” Young Fred squinted his eyes, screwed down lgmanan, and
said, “I'm thinking... I'm thinking... I'm thinking....” i dad said, “Think as far
as you can think.” He said, “I am, I'm thinking as fad @an think.” “Well, drive
down astakeout there now,” his dad said. “In your mind, drive down a stake.
Have you driven down the stake? That's as far as goutunk?” “Yes sir.” His
dad said, “Now what’'s on the other side of your stake?d Baad, “Well, there’s
more sky.” “Then move your stake,” his dad said. “Mgwar stake.” And they
spent the evening moving his stake out there among the §Says. Craddock, “It
was a crazy thing to do, but | will never thank him enoughdbing it.”

Have you ever attempted to contemplate the divine? Havever
stretched your mind as far as it will go, and then zedliyou haven’t begun to
grasp even a grain of sand in this garden universe we tRhabiat whenever you
think you've grasped the totality of God, you realize that y@od is too small and
you've got to pick up your stake and move it further, miucther, out? That
there’s more sky beyond, more stars, more galaxies, mnataetig clusters,
superclusters, and more beyond that, “world without end” Aniésb, then



perhaps you have approached the great central percetas lbdged here in the
very first sentence of the book we now call “Genesi®’libok of beginnings.

Genesis is the first installment in what Ellswdfdlas calls the Grand
Eternal Plot. It initiates the story of the long Iaféir of God with God’s
creation, humankind, the narrative of our distrustamdance of God and of
God’s determined pursuit and reclamation of us. And lbediins “In the
beginning.” With God wheannotnot-exist, with God who, like a person, desires
relationship, and a universe which is completely dependent@pdn

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earthmi@is simply
boggle at that. We see things come into existence and\pagsaer and over
again. We know that all life is transient. The pringdigious perception of the
ancient Hebrews is that this is not accidental. Thigarae was brought into being
by a conscious decision, a deliberate act, by One whalWwags been: by God,
that being who is the same yesterday, today, and forevedrthaevho necessarily
exists, and cannot not-exist.

Using a phrase from forty years ago, this really “blomysmind.”
Contemplating God as being “uncreated” has actually brought abaiperience
of the divine, the ‘noumenal,” within me. Have you eattempted this? |
remember when | was much younger, in High School, attemf@ingmprehend
why anything exists at all. Why is there anything rather ti@thing? We can
turn the idea of creation into an endless regressida.can say, “Well, God
created the world. Ah, but who created God?” Our mindslgiane incapable of
imagining that which is uncreated. Well, if “God” wasatezl by something else,
then that which created “God” would actually be God. Godasuticreated. The
One who exists of necessity. The One who cannot nat-edswvever far back
you take a regression of creation at some point yogoteo say “This exists of
necessity.”

So Genesis starts, not with a Hop, Skip and a Jump, ihuthe creative
Word. God spoke the universe into being in an act of deliberandmpurpose.
God creates. Thus begins the story, the “Grand Eternal Bldbod who saw that
relationship is good, and created the universe, this worl@latitat is it in,
including man and woman in God’s very image, and at esteqy along the way
declared that it is good. However we frame it, the wofdSemesis are not
attempting to give anything like a scientific explanatiomeaflity. What the
writers of Genesis give us is a deep perception intoghgaoore of reality. What
they are attempting to say is that Life is no accidahthings come from God
and were declared as good; We are dependent upon God aneverdeny that



we go terribly astray; But God seeks us and spares o, &fd cost, to restore us.

And here comes the first twist in this grand, etephat. In this edenic
creation, a serpent came upon the first created fatid sows the seed of distrust
between us and God. This snake-in-the-grass asks Eve “Diddypt¥ou shall
not eat from any tree in the garden’?” She reptd& may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not ettiefruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or shoall die.” But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows thatewlyou eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and ewlith
those words, a suspicion about God'’s trustworthiness iglrarsd a wedge of
division is driven into human minds and nothing is ever theesam

This is our first dramatic turn. For us as moral beiags;reatures with the
power of choice, this is the central matter that spgaway from the initial
harmony of creation. Humankind begins to distrust God agdéstion the
goodness of God'’s very nature. And from this point, thg igl@an. Adam and
Eve cast from the Garden, their sons Cain and Abel ¢ayngim a murderous
dance and then exile, Seth and his children leading to Ntiadh generations just
start to fly by. Then Sarah and Abraham faithfullydaling the leading of God
out of Ur, Sarah laughing hilariously at God’s messengeadaglthat she’ll have
a son at age 90, that son Isaac and his uncomplicatdtsaorand his complex
trickster son Jacob, who has his comeuppance by the JabbokvRegtling with
God who changes his name to what? Israel! And then'tssdescendants
including Joseph who takes up no less than a third of tetsofbok of God’s
mighty acts. They are all part of this grand, etertat| the grand sweep of the
story of humankind, who have lost their connection with Guilia so many
broken and fallible ways are trying to find their way bacdk & life-giving
relationship with God. And this is the story of our lostnas well.

Have you read Anne Tyler's novél,Patchwork Planét She tells the story
of Barnaby Gaitlin, a petty thief who breaks into peopl@mes, not to steal their
silver or their stereos, but to read their mail, to loothair family pictures, to take
mementos of sentimental value. He constructs maestinserts himself into their
lives as a way of “getting a life” because his lifatas isn’'t enough. And isn’t
that what we are all trying to do? Get a life? A tifemeaning and purposeful
relationship? But where do we find it?

“Our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee,” Atiga confessed. Or as
one preacher put it, “There is a God-shaped vacuum in éarshamd all the
spiritual junk-food we stuff into that space will never teer hunger.” Itisn’t
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hard to see the restlessness, the emptiness, thasfiegatan, the lack of meaning
in people’s lives which make them vulnerable to all kindgpaoftsal quacks and
unhealthy connections. So many people are searching forr@atba’'t even
realize it, though most of their addictions and exceasesactually inadequate
God-substitutes.

Now and then in my own life, | have felt | lost the ceation | once had
with God. When God didn’t come through for me the waypleexed, when God
didn’'t answer my prayers the way | had hoped, when Goeédurnt to be
different from what | believed and had always been taudélt, I had lost God
somehow. It can happen so quickly. A bad day at theepféin argument with a
friend, the doctor says you need tests — suddenly youinaiag out of control
into a godless void. But where do you look to find a lost Godte bnd God
whenyouare lost? That's the story of everything just aftera@omn. It'syour
story and mine. And it begins right hetie, the beginning.”

What we will attempt to do during the course of this summ&r present
the grand sweep of the Biblical narrative. There baltimes we’ll wish to linger
over a story, a person, an insight, a twist or unexpected &enpture is full of
such points to relish. But it's the grand sweep, tagahd Eternal Plot,” we're
going after. We invite you on the journey. Dive irftastplot. Join the Tuesday
evening class that will study Ellsworth Kalas’ swi#e book “A Hop, Skip, and
a Jump Through the Bible” and discover his take on the gnaedsof biblical
narrative. His book emerged out of his simple three hour wopkstnich he
presented here some years ago. In it he led people thiweightire Bible in just
three hours. To have a summer to do the same is a luxcoynparison and we
hope you'll take advantage of the time.

So there we have Genesis. There was morning and eyérengst day.
The first book of God’s mighty acts. It's a grand storyndAt’s still our story. “Is
anything too wonderful for God?” the strange messenger askis &ataAbraham
when he declares that ancient Sarah will have a bagkes you think, doesn't
it? Makes you imagine. Makes me wonder what wonddnings God may be
wanting to bring to miraculous birth among us, things we ntlghk impossible
now, dreams just too good to be true. This grand eternallplosedemands that
| pick up the stakes of what I've imagined about God and mowe thether out
beyond any imaginable limits.

That's something thing we don’t do enough of in the churchgimiag the
good, the wonderful things of God. We work so hard at talkiogitthe rules, at
teaching the standards and principles, at getting the amalyte color between the



lines, we discourage the chaos of imagination and crgaéimd possibility. Oh,
we're pretty good at imagining disaster, at seeing the warst scenario, of
worrying our finances, at dreaming bad dreams. It seentawalways imagine
the reasons why something is impossible. But what atreaiming good dreams?
What about imagining the good for God’s good creation? What als&irig
ourselves “Is anything too wonderful for God?”

| recall a college philosophy examination. One ofdbgay questions was
“Define God. Be brief.” | was concise, if not brie§ there were many things |
could — and did — say about God. And at the end | noted that bneastg good
instruction because it reminds us that all the papdraeimiorid wouldn’t be enough
to do the job of describing God. The reason is that we cantain God in words.
The best we can do is art and music. The best we canritioall and symbol. And
so we have this sacred supper which helps us remembeougetdention, tells us
to listen up to the best there is. In the beginning, Godowtse all else and the
source of all else. And this One who is beyond our imagindtas revealed
God's self unsurpassably in Jesus, the living Word. Wetltg this Jesus as we
make our way in this grand eternal plot. And Jesusvs alnd among us, still
speaking, telling us one by one “You are not forgotten, are not abandoned, you
are not despised and rejected. You are beloved of God arate/awelcomed
back.”

So come to this table and hear God’'s Word for you today. eGorthe table
and encounter the word, experience the word, consume tle Wame to the
table and absorb the word into your deepest being. Come tbikbeand receive
the gift of God’s life-changing love for you. Come to thel¢sand hear what God
has been saying since the beginning.

1. Genesis 18:14



